September 23, 2019
SENATOR BOOKER BILL PROVIDING FINANCIAL FLEXIBILTY TO ADVANCE PRESSING WATER
INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS HEADS TO PRESIDENT’S DESK
After passage in the Senate last week, this week the House swiftly and unanimously voted to pass
legislation authored by New Jersey Senator Cory Booker (D) that could help communities across
the country push priority water infrastructure projects into construction. S.1689, dubbed the
“The Water Infrastructure Funding Transfer Act,” now heads to President Trump’s desk to be
signed into law. The Water Infrastructure Funding Transfer Act would give states facing public
health crises (including lead in drinking water) the flexibility to make a one-time transfer of
the federal funds in their Clean Water State Revolving Fund (SRF) to their Drinking Water SRF.
CWCC supports the President signing this bill into law and has expressed this position directly
with the Office of the President. See attached letter.
If this bill is signed into law, all states would be able to utilize this change by transferring up to
$100 million in federal funds from their Clean Water State Revolving Fund to the Drinking Water
State Revolving Fund. This would be at the sole discretion of the State. This bill was stimulated
initially by communication between the Office of Senator Booker, the NJDEP and the UTCA of NJ
noting the lack of flexibility when one side of the SRF is flush with funding and the other is not.
The effort on the bill was accelerated in light of increased scrutiny over lead issues in the City of
Newark and a recommendation from the EPA for bottled water to be offered to residents. An
engineering study was released in October 2018 finding that lead was leaching into Newark’s
drinking water because of ineffective corrosion treatment at one of the City’s water treatment
plants. The solution is a multi-phase plan to replace all known lead service lines in the City of
Newark, which are being bid on by local contractors as we speak.
S. 1689 is important for all CWCC members working in states that have a surplus of Clean Water
SRF (i.e., wastewater, stormwater projects) funding and are seeing an increased demand for
Drinking Water SRF (i.e., lead, water treatment projects) that cannot be met by the funding
agency. Getting funding off the sidelines and assigned to projects that are ready to be bid meets
a clear priority for the CWCC.

